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Abstract 

Agricu ltural credit is an important tool for agricultural transformation and growth in an economy. This study 
examined the factors determining cred it accessibility among women crop farmers in the Ogbomoso Agricu ltural 
Development Programme zone of Oyo State, Nigeria. Women crop farmers were randomly selected for the study 
using a multistage sampling technique. The data obtained for the study were analyzed using descriptive statistics 
and a binary logistic  regression model. The result indicated that 76.7% of the women crop farmers were married, 
with  an average household size of 6  persons and an average farming experience of 17 years. The result  revealed 
that women crop farmers in the study area sourced credit from cooperatives, community savings, and 
commercial banks, among others. The result further showed that age, being a member of a  cooperative society, 
and number of times visited by the extension agent were sign ificant factors determining cred it accessibility 
among women crop farmers in the study area. The result indicated that distance to financial institutions, high  
interest rate charges, short loan repayment period, inadequate credit information and awareness, among others, 
were significant constraints to credit access among women crop farmers.   
Keywords: credit, credit accessibility, women crop farmers. 

Fatores determinantes da acessibilidade ao crédito entre mulheres agricultoras 
produtoras de culturas agrícolas na Zona do Programa de Desenvolvimento 

Agrícola (ADP) de Ogbomoso, Estado de Oyo, Nigéria 
Resumo 
O crédito agrícola é uma ferramenta importante para a transformação e o crescimento da agricultura em uma 
economia. Este estudo examinou os fatores determinantes da acessibilidade ao crédito entre mulheres 
agricultoras produtoras de culturas agrícolas na Zona do Programa de Desenvolvimento Agrícola (ADP) de 
Ogbomoso, no Estado de Oyo, Nigéria. As participantes foram selecionadas aleatoriamente por meio de uma 
técnica de amostragem em múltiplos estágios. Os dados obtidos foram analisados utilizando estatística descritiva 
e um modelo de regressão logística binária. Os resu ltados indicaram que 76,7% das agricu ltoras eram casadas, 
com tamanho médio do domicílio de 6  pessoas e experiência média de 17 anos na atividade agrícola. 
Verificou-se que as mulheres agricultoras da área de estudo obtinham crédito por meio de cooperativas, 
poupanças comunitárias e bancos comerciais, entre outras fontes. Além disso, os resultados mostraram que a 
idade, a  participação em cooperativas e o número de visitas recebidas de agentes de extensão rural foram fatores 
significativos na determinação do acesso ao crédito entre as agricultoras da região. Os resu ltados também 
indicaram que a distância até as instituições financeiras, as elevadas taxas de juros, os curtos prazos de 
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reembolso dos empréstimos e a insuficiência de informações e conscientização sobre crédito, entre outros fatores, 
constituíram restrições significativas ao acesso ao crédito pelas mulheres agricultoras. 
Palavras-chave: crédito, acesso ao crédito, mulheres agricultoras produtoras de culturas agrícolas. 
 

1. Introduction 
In Nigeria, the agricultural sector remains a major contributor to the economy, employing more than 60% of the 
rural population and accounting for approximately 25% of the Gross Domestic Product (World Bank, 2020). In 
the sector, one of the important factors in improving farm productivity, income, as well as the livelihood of rural 
farmers, especially women, is having access to credit. In developing countries like Nigeria, women make up a 
sizeable proportion of the workforce, particularly in crop production in the agricultural sector (FAO, 2011). 
Within this sector, the involvement of women in crop farming is increasing, but they continue to face 
disproportionate barriers in accessing credit due to factors such as lack of collateral, low literacy levels, 
institutional discrimination, and socio-cultural norms (Akinbami et al., 2019).  
Despite their v ital contribution to food security and rural development, women farmers have limited access to 
farm inputs, agricultural extension services, and credit, among others (Girma et al., 2026; Mkandawire; Miura, 
2026; Odoemenen; Obinne, 2010; FAO, 2019) and are often faced with constraints in accessing resources for 
production, with credit being one of the most limited factors (Olawuyi; Adetunji, 2013). Limited availability of 
credit among farming households has affected the income activities of farmers as a result of lack of capital for 
investment, which has prevented farmers from adopting improved farming practices (Ajah et al., 2018; Kambali; 
Panakaje, 2022; Ping et al., 2022) 

Credit is essential for acquiring farm inputs, hiring labor, expanding farm size, adopting improved technologies, 
and increasing income among rural farmers in Nigeria (Akpan et al., 2013a), yet most women depend on 
informal sources such as thrift groups, cooperative societies, or family loans, which are often insufficient. Credit  
can be obtained from both formal and informal sources (Olomola; Yaro, 2015; Nweze, 2011). Formal sources 
include credit institutions, commercial banks, microfinance banks, government and cooperative societies, while 
informal sources include friends, local money lenders, traders and merchants (Olaoye et al., 2012). In line with 
the sources, several credit  schemes have been introduced by the government and financial institutions in Nigeria 
such as the Agricu ltural Credit Guarantee Scheme (ACGS), Commercial Agriculture Credit Scheme (CACS) and 
the Anchor Borrowers’ Programme. Desp ite the introduction of the credit schemes, access to these services 
remains unequal and limited for women (John et al., 2024; Nwankwo et al., 2020).  
Beyond access to credit, financial inclusion has become a key component of agricultural development strategies 
across Sub-Saharan Africa (Ndada; Njoda, 2026). Financial inclusion refers to the availability and use of 
affordable financial products and services, including savings accounts, credit facilit ies, insurance, and digital 
payment systems. Greater financial inclusion enables farmers to invest in productivity-enhancing technologies, 
manage production risks, and improve household welfare. However, despite recent improvements in financial 
service delivery, significant gender disparities remain in access to financial resources, particularly among rural 
women engaged in agricultural production (Demirgüç-Kunt et al., 2022; FAO, 2024a). 
The challenges faced by women in accessing agricu ltural credit  are not unique to Nigeria but are common across 
many African countries. Studies conducted in Ethiopia, Kenya, Ghana, and Tanzania have reported that women 
farmers frequently experience lower access to formal credit than men due to limited ownership of productive 
assets, lack of collateral, lower levels of education, and institutional barriers with in financial systems (Abate et 
al., 2022; Asiseh et al., 2024; Gichuki; Kamau, 2021; Ogisi; Begho, 2023). In Kenya, farmer organizations and 
agricultural extension services have been identified as important mechanisms for improving women's 
participation in formal credit markets (Ingutia; Sumelius, 2024; Kiplimo et al., 2015). Similarly, ev idence from 
Ethiopia suggests that cooperative membership substantially increases women's opportunities to obtain 
agricultural loans and financial services (Abate et al., 2022). 

Furthermore, the rapid growth of d igital financial services in Africa has created new opportunities to improve 
credit accessibility among smallholder farmers. Mobile banking, digital payment platforms, and mobile lending 
systems have reduced geographical barriers and transaction costs associated with traditional banking services. 
Nevertheless, women in rural areas continue to face challenges related to digital literacy, access to mobile 
technologies, and financial awareness, limiting the potential benefits of these innovations (Demirgüç-Kunt et al., 
2022; FAO, 2024). Consequently, understanding the socio-economic and institutional factors that influence 
women's access to agricu ltural credit remains essential for achieving inclusive agricu ltural growth and reducing 
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gender inequalities in rural development. 
Despite the growing body of literature on agricultural finance in Africa, empirical studies focusing specifically  
on women crop farmers within the Ogbomoso Agricultural Development Programme (ADP) Zone remain scarce. 
Most previous studies have examined credit accessibility among general farming populations without adequately 
addressing gender-specif ic constraints and opportunities. Moreover, limited information exists regarding how 
socio-economic characteristics, cooperative participation, extension services, and institutional factors interact to 
influence credit  accessibility among women crop farmers in  this particular region of Nigeria. This knowledge 
gap justifies the need for the present study and highlights its relevance for policymakers, financial institutions, 
and agricultural development agencies seeking to improve financial inclusion among rural women farmers. 
On the issue of cred it accessibility among farmers, studies (Adeomi et al., 2023; Ndzaruwa et al., 2022; 
Simonyan et al., 2019; Oboh; Ekpebu, 2011; Akpan et al., 2013a) have shown that rural farmers' access to credit  
is greatly influenced by factors such as age, educational level, farm size, household income, and membership in 
cooperative societies. However, there is a  need to look at these findings based on specific gender categories. 
Despite the increasing recogn ition of women’s role in agriculture, research focusing on credit accessibility 
among women crop farmers in Ogbomoso ADP zone is limited. There is also a lack of comprehensive 
understanding of how socio-economic and institutional variables interact to influence credit access in  this 
context.  

Therefore, this study specifically described the socio-economic characteristics of women crop farmers; assessed 
the major sources of credit among women crop farmers; assessed factors determining the credit  access of women 
crop farmers; and identified the constraints to credit access by women crop farmers in the study area. 
 
2. Materials and Methods 

2.1 Study area 
The study was carried out in the Ogbomoso agricultural zone of Oyo State, Nigeria. The agricu ltural zone 
comprises five (5) local government areas: Ogbomoso North, Ogbomoso South, Oriire, Suru lere and Ogo-Oluwa. 
The rainy season in the zone usually  begins in April and lasts until October, while the dry  season commences in 
November and lasts until March. The majority of the population in the study area are farmers who are known 
mostly for planting tubers and cereal crops. Crops grown include yam, cassava, soybeans, groundnut, millet, 
maize, guinea-corn, cocoyam, vegetables, and fruits. 
The Ogbomoso Agricultural Development Programme (ADP) Zone is located in Oyo State, Southwestern 
Nigeria, between latitudes 8º00’ and 8º30’ N and longitudes 4º00’ and 4º30’ E. The area is characterized by a 
tropical climate with an average annual rainfall ranging from 1,000 to 1,500 mm and average temperatures 
between 25 and 32 °C. Agriculture constitutes the major economic activity, with crop production being the 
predominant livelihood among rural households. 

 
2.2 Sampling procedure 
The respondents for the study were selected using a multistage sampling technique. Two (2) local governments 
were randomly selected from the five (5 ) agricultural zones in Ogbomoso at the first stage. Three (3) villages 
were randomly selected from the two (2) randomly picked LGAs, result ing in six (6) v illages at the second stage. 
Lastly, fifteen women crop farmers were randomly selected from the six villages, which gives a total of ninety 
(90) women crop farmers as the sample size. A sampling frame consisting of registered women crop farmers was 
obtained from local agricultural extension offices and community farmer associations within the selected villages.  
Data collection was conducted between January and March 2026 through structured face-to-face interviews 
using a pre-tested questionnaire. The questionnaire consisted of four sections covering respondents’ 
socio-economic characteristics, sources of credit, factors influencing credit  accessibility, and constraints to credit 
access. Before data collection, the instrument was pre-tested with 10 women farmers outside the study area to 
ensure clarity and reliability. 

 
2.3 Analytical techniques 
The data collected were analysed using descriptive and inferential statistical techniques. Descriptive statistics 
were used to profile the socio-economic characteristics of women crop farmers, to profile  sources of credit  
among women crop farmers, and to identify the constraints facing women crop farmers in accessing credit  in  the 
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study area. A binary logist ic  regression model was employed because the dependent variable (cred it access) was 
dichotomous. The model estimates the probability that a  woman crop farmer had access to credit as a  function of 
selected socio-economic and institutional characteristics. Inferential statistics, which involved the use of logistic  
regression analysis to examine the factors determining credit accessibility among women crop farmers in the 
study area. The logistic regression model equation is expressed as; 

P(Y = 1) = 1/1 + e-(β₀ + β₁X₁ + β₂X₂ + ... + βnXn) 
where: 

P is the probability of the outcome (success or event occurring) 
X1, X2, …, Xn denote predictor variables 
P(Y = 1) is called the logit function representing the log-odds of the outcome 

β₀ intercept term indicating log-odds when all predictor variables are zero 
β₁, β₂, ..., βn are regression coefficients showing change in log-odds for one unit increase in  corresponding 
predictor variable. 
And the regression equation is given by:  

Y = α + β₁X₁ + β₂X₂ + ... + βnXn  
Y = α + β1𝑋𝑋1 + β2𝑋𝑋2 +β3𝑋𝑋3 +β4𝑋𝑋4 + β5𝑋𝑋5 + β6𝑋𝑋6 + β7𝑋𝑋7 +𝑒𝑒 
Model Specification Table 1.  

 
Table 1. Variables used in the study. 

Variable Description Measurement 

Age Farmer age Years 
Marital status Married = 1; Others = 0 Dummy 

Education Years of schooling Years 
Household membership Family members Number 
Cooperative membership Member = 1; Non-member = 0 Dummy 

Extension visits Number of visits Frequency 
Farm size Farm area Hectares 

Source: Authors, 2026.  
 

A respondent was considered to have access to credit if she had successfully obtained agricultural cred it from 
either formal or informal financial sources during the previous farming season. The sample size was considered 
adequate for logist ic regression analysis based on the minimum requirement of at least 10 observations per 
explanatory variable included in the model. 
 
2.4 Statistical analysis 

The explanatory variables included in the model were age, marital status, years of schooling, household size, 
cooperative membership, frequency of extension visits, and farm size. Statistical significance was evaluated at 
the 1%, 5%, and 10% probability levels. Before model estimation, the explanatory variables were examined for 
multicollinearity using the Variance Inflation Factor (VIF) to ensure the reliability of the estimated coefficients. 
Model adequacy was assessed using the likelihood ratio chi-square statistic and pseudo-R2 values. Data analyses 
were performed using Stata version 17.0 (StataCorp LLC, College Station, Texas, USA). 
 
2.5 Ethical considerations 

Participation in this study was entirely voluntary. Before data collection, informed verbal consent was obtained 
from all respondents after explaining the objectives of the research. Participants were assured of the 
confidentiality and anonymity of the information provided, and no personally identifiable information was 
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collected. Accord ing to the institutional guidelines of Ladoke Akintola University of Technology (LAUTECH), 
formal ethical approval was not required because the study involved only non-sensitive socio -economic data and 
posed no risk to participants. 
 
3. Results  

3.1 Socio-economic characteristics of respondents 
3.1.1 Age 
Table 2 shows that the majority of the women crop farmers (38.9%) were between 41 and 50 years old, followed  
by those aged 51–60 years (31.1%). Only 8.9% of the respondents were o lder than 60 years. The age distribution 
indicates that most respondents were within their economically active and productive years, suggesting a greater 
potential for participation in agricultural production and credit-related activities. The predominance of 
middle-aged farmers may also influence investment decisions and willingness to utilize agricu ltural credit  
services. 

 
3.1.2 Marital status 
The marital status distribution revealed that 76.7% of the respondents were married, while 11.1% were widowed, 
7.8% were single, 3.3% were separated, and 1.1% were divorced (Table 2). This finding demonstrates that 
farming activities in the study area are predominantly undertaken by married women, which may have 
implications for household decision-making, labor availability, and access to financial resources through family 
support systems. 

 
3.1.3 Household size 
Household size among the respondents was generally moderate, with 61.1% reporting between four and six 
household members. About 26.7% had between seven and nine members, while only 2.2% reported household 
sizes exceeding nine persons. The average household size suggests the availability of family labor, which  can 
reduce production costs and potentially affect both the demand for and repayment capacity of agricultural credit  
(Table 2). 

 
3.1.4 Educational level  
The educational profile of the respondents showed that 43.3% had primary education, 40.0% had secondary 
education, 12.2% had no formal education, and only 4.4% attained tertiary education. Overall, more than 87% of 
the women farmers possessed at least basic formal education. This level of educational attainment may facilitate 
understanding of loan requirements, financial information, and participation in formal credit programs (Table 2). 

 
3.1.5 Farming experience 
The distribution of farming experience revealed that 34.4% of the respondents had less than 10 years of farming 
experience, while 33.3% and 25.6% had 11–20 years and 21–30 years of experience, respectively. Only 6.7% 
had more than 30 years of farming experience. The results ind icate that most respondents possessed considerable 
farming experience, which could enhance their managerial skills and improve their credibility with lending 
institutions (Table 2).  

 
Table 2. Socio-economic characteristics of women crop farmers. 

Characteristics Category Frequency (Percentage) 

Age Group (years) 31 – 40 19 (21.1) 

 41 – 50 35 (38.9) 

 51 – 60 28(31.1) 

 > 61 8 (8.9) 



Brazilian Journal of Science, 5(8), 92-106, 2026. ISSN: 2764-3417  

97 
 

Marital status Single 7 (7.8) 

 Married 69 (76.7) 

 Separated 3 (3.3) 

 Divorced 1 (1.1) 

 Widowed 10 (11.1) 

Household size (persons) ≤ 3 9 (10.0) 

 4 – 6 55 (61.1) 

 7 – 9 24 (26.7) 

 > 9 2 (2.2) 

Education level No formal education 11(12.2) 

 Primary education 39 (43.3) 

 Secondary education 36 (40.0) 

 Tertiary education 4 (4.4) 

Farming experience (years) ≤ 10 31 (34.4) 

 11 – 20 30 (33.3) 

 21 – 30 23 (25.6) 

 31 – 40 5 (5.6) 

 > 40 1 (1.1) 

Cooperative society  Yes 89 (98.9) 

 No 1 (1.1) 

Extension visit (%) Yes 89 (98.9) 

 No 1 (1.1) 
Source: Authors, 2026. 

 
3.2 Distribution of respondents by the sources of credit among women crop farmers 
Table 3 presents the various sources of credit utilized by women crop farmers in the study area. Cooperative 
societies constituted the most important source of credit, utilized by 97.8% of the respondents. Community 
savings schemes were the second most common source (54.5%), followed by commercial banks (46.7%) and 
loans from relatives and friends (31.1%). Only 5.6% of the respondents obtained credit from money lenders. 

The findings indicate a strong dependence on collective and informal financing mechanisms, particularly 
cooperative societies and community savings groups. Formal financial institutions such as commercial banks 
played a comparatively smaller ro le, suggest ing the existence of barriers that may limit  women's participation in 
formal credit markets. 
 
Table 3. Sources of credit among women crop farmers. 

Sources of Credit Frequency Percentage (%) 

Commercial bank  

Cooperatives  

Money lender  

Relatives & Friends  

42 

88 

5 

28 

46.7 

97.8 

5.6 

31.1 
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Community savings 

Total  

49 

90 

54.5 

100.0 
Source: Authors, 2026. 
 
3.3 Factors determining credit accessibility among women crop farmers 

The logist ic regression results presented in Table 4 show that the overall model was statistically significant (χ² = 
42.060; p < 0.001), indicating that the explanatory variables jointly influenced credit accessibility among women 
crop farmers. The pseudo-R² value of 0.541 suggests that approximately 54.1% of the variation in credit access 
was explained by the variables included in the model. 
Among the explanatory variables, age, cooperative membership, and extension visits sign ificantly influenced 
credit accessibility. Age exhib ited a negative coefficient (β = 0.087; p < 0.10), indicating that the probability of 
accessing credit decreased as respondents became older. Conversely, membership in cooperative societies 
showed a positive and highly  sign ificant effect (β = 4.065; p < 0.01), demonstrating that women belonging to 
cooperatives were substantially more likely to obtain credit than non-members. 
Similarly, extension visits posit ively influenced access to credit (β = 1.113; p < 0.10), suggesting that regular 
interaction with extension agents facilitates awareness of available credit opportunities and enhances farmers’ 
engagement with financial institutions. The remaining variables, namely marital status, educational attainment, 
household size, and farm size, were not statistically sign ificant, indicating that their effects on credit accessibility 
were limited within the study area. 

 
Table 4. Logistic regression estimate of factors determining credit accessibility. 

Credit Accessibility  Coefficient Standard Error Z Value P>|z| 

Age  00.87 0.071 -1.72* 0.086 

Marital status  6.638 07.71 1.63 0.103 

Educational status  0.918 0.138 -0.57 0.571 

Household size  1.898 0.814 1.50 0.135 

Member of cooperative society 4.065 5.046 2.74*** 0.006 

Extension visits 

Farm size 

1.113 

2.169 

0.071 

1.554 

1.68* 

1.08 

0.094 

0.280 

Constant 0.037 00.17 -0.72 0.472 

Prob > Chi = 0.0000 

Chi-square = 42.060 

Pseudo R2 = 0.541 

- - - - 

Note: *** significance at 1%; * significance at 10%. Source: Authors, 2026. 

 
3.4 Constraints to credit access among women crop farmers 
Table 5 summarizes the major constraints affecting women crop farmers’ access to credit. Distance to financial 
institutions was identified as the most severe constraint, reported by 70.0% of the respondents. High-interest  
rates (68.9%) and short loan repayment periods (67.8%) were also frequently reported challenges. 

Other important constraints included inadequate credit information and awareness (57.8%), poor credit advisory 
services (52.2%), complex loan application procedures (50.0%), and lack of collateral (50.0%). Furthermore, 
delays in loan approval and disbursement (48.9%), lim ited financial literacy (47.8%), and lack of guarantors 
(43.3%) were reported by a substantial proportion of respondents. 
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In contrast, lack of formal documentation (22.2%) and gender-based discrimination (13.3%) were among the 
least reported constraints. Overall, the resu lts suggest  that institutional and financial barriers remain the 
predominant factors limiting credit accessibility among women crop farmers in the study area. 
 
Table 5. Distribution of respondents by constraints to credit access. 

Constraints to Credit Access Frequency Percentage (%) 

Lack of collateral  

High-interest rate charges  

Complex loan application procedures 

Limited financial literacy 

Discrimination based on gender  

Poor credit advisory 

Inadequate credit information and awareness 

Short loan repayment period 

Distance to financial institution 

Lack of formal documentation 

Delay in approval/disbursement 

Lack of guarantor 

Total  

45 

62 

45 

43 

12 

47 

52 

61 

63 

20 

44 

39 

90 

50.0 

68.9 

50.0 

47.8 

13.3 

52.2 

57.8 

67.8 

70.0 

22.2 

48.9 

43.3 

100.0 
Source: Authors, 2026.  

 
4. Discussion 
4.1 Socio-economic characteristics of respondents 

4.1.1 Age 
The age distribution of the respondents in the study area implies that almost all the farmers are in  their 
economically productive years, which could affect their ability to d iversify into other off-farm activities that can 
boost income in the study area. This finding is consistent with (Agbo et al., 2015). Similar findings have been 
reported in several developing countries where middle-aged farmers tend to exhibit greater engagement in 
agricultural production and financial activities than older farmers. Accord ing to Asiseh et al. (2025), age 
significantly influences agricu ltural credit accessibility across Sub-Saharan Africa, with younger and 
economically active farmers generally showing a greater likelihood of participating in formal credit  markets due 
to their higher investment capacity and longer planning horizons. Furthermore, access to financial services 
among older farmers is often constrained by risk perceptions from lending institutions and lower adoption of 
innovative financial products. These observations reinforce the importance of age structure in  determining 
financial inclusion among rural women farmers. 
 

4.1.2 Marital status 
The result indicates that the majority of women crop farmers are married, indicating a prevalence of 
family-based farming systems where marital status may influence farming roles and decisions, which implies 
that the high proportion of married respondents suggests that access to credit may be shaped by household 
dynamics, with married women potentially benefiting from spousal support or facing restrictions based on family 
priorities in the study area. This finding is in line with Okunlola (2019), who reported that more than half of the 
respondents were married, indicating that marriage confers emotional stability on the respondents. 
Marital status may also influence women's access to productive resources and financial services through 
household decision-making structures. Studies conducted in Sub-Saharan Africa have shown that married 
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women often benefit from greater household labor availability and social networks that facilitate participation in 
savings groups and cooperative organizations. However, cultural norms may also limit women’s independent 
financial decisions, particularly  regarding credit  applications and investment choices. Therefore, marital status 
remains an important socio-economic characteristic affecting agricultural development among women farmers 
(Asiseh et al., 2024). 
 
4.1.3 Household size 

The result indicates that most women crop farmers have moderately sized households, showing a sign ificant 
family labor force. This implies that the household size may affect credit accessibility, as larger households could 
increase financial pressure, potentially motivating the need for credit while also influencing repayment capacity 
in the study area. Household size has frequently been associated with both labor availability and financial 
pressure in rural farming systems. Larger households may provide additional family labor, reducing production 
costs and increasing farm productivity. Conversely, larger family sizes may increase household expenditures, 
thereby creating a greater demand for agricu ltural cred it. Similar observations were reported among smallholder 
farmers in Nepal, where household demographic characteristics significantly influenced credit utilization and 
repayment capacity (Mishra, 2021). 
 
4.1.4 Educational level  

The result indicates that most women crop farmers have basic education, with primary and secondary education 
levels being predominant among the respondents. This implies that the level of education among respondents 
may influence their ability to access and utilize cred it effectively in the study area. Education plays a critical role 
in enhancing financial literacy, improving farmers’ ability to understand lending procedures, evaluate financial 
products, and comply with institutional requirements. Recent studies across developing countries have 
demonstrated that educated farmers are more likely to access formal credit because they possess greater 
awareness of available financial opportunities and are better able to prepare the documentation required by 
lending inst itutions. Financial inclusion programs promoted by international organizations similarly  emphasize 
education as a key mechanism for reducing gender disparities in agricu ltural finance (FAO, 2026; McInnerney; 
Palmer, 2025). 
 
4.1.5 Farming experience 

The result indicates that most women crop farmers have moderate farming experience, indicating substantial 
knowledge and skills in farming practices. This implies that the level of farming experience may enhance credit 
accessibility, as more experienced farmers are likely to be seen as less risky by lenders due to their established 
farming expertise and income stability, in the study area. Farming experience is often regarded as an indicator of 
managerial competence and production stability (Kehinde; Ayanwale, 2026). Experienced farmers generally 
possess better knowledge of production cycles, risk management strategies, and market opportunities, which  
may increase lenders’ confidence in their repayment capacity. Similar findings have been reported among 
smallholder farmers in Asia and Africa, where farming experience contributed positively to farmers’ participation 
in formal agricultural credit programs and other financial services (Mishra, 2021). 
 
4.2 Sources of credit among women crop farmers 
The predominance of cooperative societies as the major source of credit among women crop farmers highlights 
the importance of collective organizations in overcoming barriers associated with formal lending institutions. 
Cooperative societies often provide more flexible lending conditions, lower collateral requirements, and stronger 
social support mechanisms than commercial banks. Similar resu lts were reported in Kenya, Malawi, and 
Germany, where cooperative membership substantially increased women's probability of accessing agricu ltural 
credit and other financial serv ices, and the impact of women on family farms and their impact on farm 
succession. The continued reliance on community savings groups and informal lending arrangements observed 
in this study further reflects persistent barriers within formal financial systems, including collateral requirements, 
high  transaction costs, and limited financial inclusion among rural women (Ingutia; Sumelius, 2024; Mutsami et 
al., 2025; Wagner et al., 2026). 
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4.3 Factors determining credit accessibility 
The positive effect of cooperative membership on credit  accessibility observed in this study is consistent with 
growing international evidence highlighting the role of farmer organizations in facilitating access to agricultural 
finance. Cooperatives reduce information asymmetry between lenders and borrowers, improve collective 
bargaining power, and provide mechanisms for group guarantees that substitute for traditional collateral 
requirements. Studies conducted in Kenya and other developing economies have demonstrated that cooperative 
participation sign ificantly increases women farmers’ probability of obtaining agricultural loans (Ingutia; 
Sumelius, 2024). 
Similarly, the positive influence of extension visits underscores the importance of agricu ltural advisory services 
in promoting financial inclusion. Extension agents often serve as intermediaries between farmers and financial 
institutions by disseminating information regarding available credit schemes, eligibility requirements, and loan 
management practices. Recent evidence from West Africa suggests that extension-mediated financial programs 
can substantially improve women's access to credit and strengthen their economic empowerment (Ouattara et al., 
2024). 

The negative association between age and credit accessibility further supports findings from broader studies in  
Sub-Saharan Africa indicating that older farmers frequently face greater difficulties in obtaining formal credit 
due to perceived repayment risks, reduced investment horizons, and lower participation in emerging f inancial 
technologies. These factors may contribute to the reduced probability of credit access observed among older 
respondents in the present study (Asiseh et al., 2024). 
 
4.4 Constraints to credit access 

The major constraints identified in this study, particularly  distance to financial institutions, h igh-interest  rates, 
and short loan repayment periods, are consistent with challenges reported across many developing countries. 
Rural women frequently experience limited physical access to banking infrastructure and face difficulties 
meeting the conditions imposed by formal financial institutions (Gangiah; Khan, 2026). According to recent 
FAO reports, geographical isolation, lack of collateral, insufficient financial literacy, and limited access to 
financial information remain among the most important barriers to rural women’s financial inclusion worldwide 
(FAO, 2024b). 
The high prevalence of inadequate credit information and poor credit advisory services reported by respondents 
further demonstrates the need for stronger financial education and extension support systems. International 
evidence indicates that financial literacy programs and digital financial services can improve awareness and 
utilization of credit products among women farmers. Nevertheless, despite advances in digital finance across 
Sub-Saharan Africa, substantial gender gaps in access to financial services continue to persist (Klapper, 2024). 
 

5. Conclusions 
Based on the results of the findings, the study concluded that women crop farmers are primarily in their late 
economically productive age and are married, with a significant proportion of them relying on cooperative 
societies for credit. The study also high lighted that factors such as age, being a member of a  cooperative society, 
and the number of times visited by the extension agents sign ificantly impact women crop farmers’ credit  
accessibility. Desp ite these factors, women crop farmers are faced with various challenges that affect their 
accessibility to credit; these include d istance to financial institutions, h igh-interest  rates, and short loan 
repayment periods, which limit their access to financial resources in the study area.  
 

6. Recommendations 
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are proposed to enhance credit accessibility 
among women crop farmers: 
Strengthening Cooperative Societies: Cooperative societies should  be strengthened, and access to affordable 
credit facilities essential for better capital sourcing by the respondents should be expanded. 

Provision of Educational Programs: Government or private sectors should provide targeted educational programs 
to enhance financial literacy, enabling better credit utilization of the women farmers in the study area. 
Establishment of Closer Financial Institutions: There is a  need for the establishment of financial institutions 
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closer to rural areas to reduce the distance barriers to credit access by the women farmers in the study area. 
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